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" p o yemto all yjffitiuQrld, a n J 
gospel tfo^eyery &r&atMpe." 1 
From the Editor Contents 
"Celebrat ing our Fai th" written by Bishop Don Shafer is 
timely, a ra ther penetrat ing look at our routine and forms 
of worship services. Arlene Miller presents stimulating 
thought on the Out look of the Church as we move towards 
General Conference. Read page 16, Howard Claassen's 
view, something of a dim out look on Nuclear Energy. The 
Conference Director presents a view and comment on 
McMas te r University at Hamil ton , Ont. , where General 
Conference is scheduled to convene in midsummer. General 
news and Church News tell us something of the goings on 
within and without the Brotherhood. 
Religious News 
Calling Abort ion 'Holy Experience' 
Brings Church Official Criticism 
An executive of the United Methodist Board of Global Minis-tries has stirred a controversy by saying that she felt an abortion she had several years ago was a "holy experience." Sheila D. Collins, director of the United Methodist Office of Voluntary Service, related that she had the abortion because the father of the unborn child was not her husband. She described the experience at a Conference on Women and Religion in St. Paul, Minn. An article in the National Catholic Reporter newspaper quoted her as having said of the abortion that "next to my childbirths . . . this I can truly say is the holiest experience of my life." 
When contacted by Bud Herron of the Texas Methodist/U-nited Methodist Reporter newspaper chain, Ms. Collins said she was not aware a reporter had been present when she was address-ing the conference. While declining to elaborate further on her specific remarks, she said, "The experiences I described were those in which I understood God to be present, bringing healing and forgiveness out of suffering and brokenness. And I understand that to be the meaning of the Incarnation. That is, where there is crucifixion and suffering there is also the possibility of resurrection." 
Dr. Randolph Nugent, top executive of the National Division of the Board of Global Ministries, said that "one does not always agree with positions or perspectives of one's staff." 
Inflation, Political Confl ict , 
Reduce Bethlehem Pilgrim Flow 
An estimated 10,000 Christian pilgrims streamed into Bethle-hem to celebrate Christmas in the town where Christ was born. Officials had expected about 20,000 pilgrims, but, according to Bethlehem's tourist department, the higher cost involved in the trip to Bethlehem brought on by worldwide inflation, and "the political situation, particularly in the Middle East, apparently.. . persuaded people they would be better off at home." 
Security measures were extremely stringent in the town, fol-lowing a wave of unrest in the Israeli-occupied territory. Bethle-hem's Arab Greek Orthodox Mayor Elias Freij, together with the Israeli military governor and other dignitaries, were on hand. Thousands of worshippers who were unable to get into the crowded church followed the celebration of the Mass on a huge television screen set up outside in the square—this year, for the first time ever—in color. 
Christmas joy was marred in Christian villages of the Christian militia-controlled enclave in southern Lebanon, when Palesti-nian guerrillas lobbed heavy shells into the area, just before midnight, wounding men, women, and children on their way to Mass. 
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In recent years it has been interesting, if not amusing, to see some of the developments in our worship services. I would like to take the risk of making a few observat ions and then share some basic s tatements a b o u t the way we celebrate our fa i th . It is a bit dangerous 
to try to discuss worship. It is more of a "happening" than a 
wri t ten documen t . As Paul H o o n suggests in his book, The 
Integrity of Worship, there is always the danger of trying to 
t ake pictures of the burning bush rather than taking off our 
shoes because we sense we are on holy g round . But I'll try 
to speak to the meaning of worship as a worshipping man 
ra ther than as an observer. 
Firs t of all, I note that the media has had a p ro found 
effect on some of our practices. If one of the popula r 
religious talk shows or one of the large church TV pro-
g rams uses a new fo rm, it of ten shows up in local churches. 
Fo r example , the brief break in the worship service for 
everyone to shake hands or the so-called sharing times. 
These came f r o m somewhere and I don ' t see their sources 
in the Bible or in church history. One has to wonder 
whe ther we have become so individualistic and isolated 
tha t we have to ritualize a few minutes of hand-shaking to 
alert people tha t more than one person is present. 
A n o t h e r observat ion is tha t we think we are being crea-
tive and in fo rma l when in fact we are simply picking up on 
the latest fad or someone else's idea. The so-called "born 
again m o v e m e n t " or the misnamed "char ismat ic renewal" 
have called fo r change in fo rms , but the quest ion is, what 
has it done in the lives of people? I assume some of us have 
been a round long enough to remember the " tes t imony 
meet ings" or "prayer requests" or "house prayer meetings" 
and now these are "shar ing t imes," "prayer needs" and 
"small g roups ." 
And then there is the music. Some prefer gospel hymns 
tha t were " in" when they were growing up. Others prefer 
the classical hymns which were the sign tha t the church had 
come of age. Still o thers like the "new" sounds with 
i n s t rumen t s o ther t h a n the organ , like the guitar . And , of 
course , the beat of the "now genera t ion" must have an evil 
source. I especially notice tha t what I personally don ' t like 
seems the most satanic. Smile, if you agree. 
Well, before I become downr igh t sarcastic, let me sug-
gest some basic biblical principles we might keep in mind 
when we come together to celebrate our faith. 
A. Chris t ian worship is always centered in the adora -
t ion of God the Fa ther , th rough Jesus Christ the Son, and 
p r o m o t e d by the Holy Spiri t . Tha t is focused in the first 
c o m m a n d m e n t ( E x o d u s 20:34), the Hebrew classical 
" shema" (Deut . 6:4-9), and in the words of Jesus ( John 
4:24). 
B. The distinctive element of Christian worship is its 
tr initarian structure, i.e., the emphasis on God as Father , 
Son, and Holy Spirit (Mat t . 28:19; Acts 2:33; Eph. 2:18; 
Heb. 9:14; and 1 Peter 1:2). 
C. Christ ian worship is the celebration of our salvation. 
It is the remember ing of God 's saving acts in history. It is 
seen in such songs or passages like Exodus 15 and Rev. 5 or 
Eph. 1:3-14. 
D. The tone of Christ ian worship is one of joy (Phil ip-
pians 4:4). It is not just reminiscing, but praise to God for 
his grace that initiates our worship. 
One could, of course, list many other elements, but these 
are basic and central . But the area that , of course, is most 
controversial is the cultic activity or the fo rms we use. 
We do see in both the Old Tes tament and New Testa-
ment some s ta tements that were apparent ly used in wor-
ship. The Psalms were obviously used. Perhaps we need 
certain scriptural a f f i rmat ions that people may part icipate 
in repeatedly. We, of course, could be creative in how we 
do that . It does seem clear f r o m the New Tes tament that 
gifts are not given to monarchica l pastors as the leader but 
ra ther to the body and for the edif icat ion of the body (Col. 
3:16-17). 
As evangelicals, we need to be aware of the entertain-
ment syndrome or of expecting the miraculous. We aren' t 
satisfied with a sunrise, we want it to s tand still so we will 
be amazed. 
The problem is that some people have marvelous gifts of 
communica t ion and form but seldom say anything signifi-
cant to change life. It's nice and warm and fuzzy but God 
hasn' t spoken a decisive Word to the body. Other people 
have good content but can't communica te it effectively. 
What must happen is for believers to see that they are "in 
Chr is t" and perceive his call in the context of today 's 
world. 
The bo t tom line in worship is whether it leads us as 
persons and as a body to be "doers of the Word . " Jesus 
clearly taught that and, of course, there is the classic word 
f r o m James , " D o not merely listen to the Word and so 
deceive yourselves. Do what it says." (James 1:22). 
It is obvious f rom church history that various cultures 
have had impact on the cultic rites and rituals of worship. 
The high church and formalit ies, the low church and free 
styles, the classical and the modern , the famil iar and the 
s trange, the old and the new, the t radi t ional and the crea-
tive, have all had impact on worship. 
But let us remember that the most impor tan t event in 
celebrating our fai th is to sense God's welcome and coming 
to us. We need to hear his Word and then obey through our 
service in the world. Our worship should surely bring us to 
a vision of the Holy God (Isa. 6:1-3), but our celebration 
must climax in hearing the Lord to the extent that we say, 
"Here am I, send me!" (Isa. 6:8). 
The celebration of our faith is when God and his people 
come together . In some ways it is indescribable. But if we 
come together in expectat ion and a will to obey, we will 
then experience something of what the psalmist meant 
when he wrote, "I was glad when they said to me, 'Let us go 
to the house of the Lord! ' " (Psalm 122:1). 
Don is Bishop of the Pacific & Midwest Conferences 
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Looking Outward: BR6THR6N IN 
Arlene Miller 
inwSrd aqd o\ bound 
tl\e eight ies 
utwSrdf I 
erhticjR 
Walking a m o n g the one-hundred 
seventeen displays of the mission a -
gencies represented at Urbana 79, the 
I n t e r V a r s i t y C h r i s t i a n F e l l o w s h i p 
s tudent missions convent ion , I tried to 
imagine how the students felt as they 
encountered this kaleidoscope of oppor-
tunities. While assisting at the Brethren 
in Christ booth it was good to talk with 
many s tudents who came to inquire 
regarding Brethren in Christ missions 
and requirements for service. Brethren 
in Christ s tudents were there f r o m var-
ious schools, including many f rom 
Messiah College, of the more than fifty 
who were there. One sensed their keen 
interest in wha t God is do ing in his 
world and how they can become a part 
of the action. 
What is God do ing in his world? 
There are more than four billion human 
beings on this planet and at the present 
rate of increase there could be seven 
billion within twenty years. Needs, 
needs of all d imensions and at every 
level character ize the lives of these 
many persons. Social, economic, and 
political needs exist as well as hostile 
relat ionships within families and per-
sons whose lives lack meaning and 
purpose . And underlying all of these is 
the al ienat ion of persons f r o m their 
Crea tor and Source of Life. God , who 
makes even the wrath of men to praise 
him, is using this very sense of need to 
draw his created ones to himself. In a 
world characterized by despair, many 
people are tu rn ing for hope to Hope 
Himself. 
In every count ry we sense the "wind 
blowing wheresoever it wills." Russian 
young people are coming to Jesus 
Chr i s t in increas ing numbers . The 
Church , though long persecuted in 
China , cont inues to worship, a l though 
in new forms. In J a p a n there now exist 
a t leas t e leven mi s s ion soc ie t i e s . 
C h u r c h e s long cons ide red miss ion 
churches are now sending their own 
missionaries, as is the Brethren in 
Christ Church of Zimbabwe Rhodesia. 
At the same t ime missiologists esti-
mate that seventy percent of the world's 
individuals claim no allegiance to the 
Christ ian faith and over three-fourths 
of them are beyond the range of nor-
mal, near-neighbor evangelism by exist-
ing churches. 1 Barriers of culture, life-
style, philosophy and nationalism im-
pede their hearing of the gospel message. 
Missionaries willing to cross these bar-
riers are needed f r o m every nat ion to 
go to every nation. 
Where do we, the Brethren in Christ, 
funct ion in the growing momen tum of 
mission endeavors? We have spent a 
great deal of t ime considering our her-
itage and who we are. Rather than fos-
ter a self-conscious sectarianism, our 
introspection hopefully has led us to a 
humble recognition of the gifts granted 
us by God as a denomina t ion . Our 
emphasis on servanthood and a simple 
lifestyle are qualities which will stand 
us in good stead for missions in the 
eighties. 
We have come th rough a t ime in 
which it seemed that the thrust of 
Brethren in Christ missions was slack-
ening. Perhaps this was a necessary 
hiatus, essential to the development of 
new strategies in our mission program. 
Dur ing this t ime Brethren in Christ 
c h u r c h e s in I n d i a , Z a m b i a , a n d 
Z imbabwe Rhodesia have come under 
their own nat ional leadership. We in 
the North American church are now 
par tners with them in mission, along 
w i t h t he c h u r c h e s of J a p a n a n d 
Nicaragua. 
The a f f i rmat ion of the General Con-
ference in 1978 to the beginning of new 
mission thrusts has given a focus to the 
rising interest of our membersh ip in 
cont inued and increased missions ef-
forts . The rising interest of s tudents in 
missions definitely includes Brethren 
in Christ s tudents as evidenced by their 
a t tendance at Urbana 79. Gifted retired 
individuals offering themselves for serv-
ice in various cultural settings include 
Brethren in Christ members . 
Ahead lies a new decade, a new 
decade for Brethren in Christ mis-
sions. The Board for Missions has 
approved the opening of four new 
areas of ministry in Venezuela, Bots-
wana, London, and Quebec. The Spirit 
of God is moving over the face of the 
ear th , drawing men to Jesus Christ . 
How shall we respond to his initiative 
in crossing the barriers which are cur-
rently interfering with the spread of 
the Good News? 
A good beginning is to realize that 
" w e " i nc ludes B r e t h r e n in Chr i s t 
churches in at least seven countries. 
No longer can we in Nor th America 
have "the master plan." For example, 
the London project has been a cooper-
ative venture of Brethren in Christ 
Churches in Zimbabwe Rhodesia, Zam-
bia, and Nor th America f r o m its incep-
t ion. Planning of purposes and strate-
gies will be used of God if a sense of 
t rue par tnership is maintained. 
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CHRIST MISSIONS 
We are a denomina t ion with a his-
tory of commi tmen t to missions and 
we are a m o n g the many comparat ively 
small mission agencies. Do we have 
clear purposes for our mission efforts? 
Wi thou t mak ing a false d icho tomy 
between procla iming and demons t ra t -
ing the good news, do we need to look 
more clearly at our goals so that we 
might achieve them? Along with evan-
gelism, do we need to put greater 
emphas i s on nur tur ing new believers 
and teaching them to "teach others 
also"? 
Is every member of the Brethren in 
Christ church a world Christian? David 
Bryant speaks of "pea-sized Chris t ian-
ity" which keeps us f r o m discipleship 
and an evangelism that is big enough 
to fill the world-sized gap between 
God and m a n . 2 We need to learn of the 
e ternal and worldwide purposes of 
G o d . Every Brethren in Christ church 
m e m b e r needs to be mobilized for sen-
sitive witnessing with courage, creativ-
ity and zeal. Mission statesmen are 
speaking of a new wave of mission 
a d v a n c e to fulfil l Christ 's c o m m a n d to 
make disciples of all nat ions. Using the 
m a n y resources available for the s tudy 
of world missions can raise our aware-
ness of our role in prayer , giving of 
t ime and resources, and whether or not 
God is calling us to cross cul tural bar-
riers. This can be done in both per-
sonal and g roup study. 
Our mater ia l resources are God 's 
t rust to us with his goods. Can He trust 
us to give more extensively as the cost 
of doing his work rises with inflat ion 
and higher energy prices? 
Extension of Christ 's k ingdom is a 
spiri tual warfare and prayer is a pow-
erful means of resisting principalities 
and powers to get across barriers. Ted 
Engs t rom relates how he began to 
intercede that God would raise up a 
Chris t ian witness in Outer Mongol ia 
a f t e r hear ing that there were no Chris-
t ians there. Several years later, at the 
International Congress on World Evan-
gelizat ion at Lausanne , Switzerland in 
1974, he met a Chinese gent leman who 
told him, "I a m the only delegate here 
in this Congress f rom Outer Mongo-
lia." He told of scores of people who 
were Christ ians and more being con-
verted. The doors to missionaries were 
closed but radio broadcasts were bear-
ing f ru i t . 3 Luis Palau tells of learning 
to pray for a wider and wider circle of 
churches until he prayed for churches 
in every country of the world. Abun-
dan t resources are available to make 
possible knowledgeable, specific prayer 
fo r missionaries , governments , and 
churches. We must commit ourselves 
to regular, intensive prayer for the 
extension of the Kingdom. 
Creativity is characteristic of God 
who also created us in his image. The 
creative Holy Spirit will surely guide 
us in developing strategies appropr ia te 
for this new decade if we seek him and 
his mind. Creative strategies are needed 
to reach every individual behind a bar-
rier. Creativity is also needed in the 
prepara t ion of mission personnel. We 
must use the services of agencies which 
prepare missionary candidates to work 
in new cultures. 
Appropriately, Ted Engstrom insists 
that planning for mission starts with 
an unders tanding of the people to be 
reached and with our at tent ion focused 
on strategies that a t tempt to reach 
them in the context of their need. Per-
sons who have been effective evange-
lists in their own culture often have 
difficulty seeing that what God has 
blessed in one culture, he may not 
choose to use in ano the r . 4 In light of 
this, missionary candidates are needed 
who can identify with the people to 
whom they go, are ready to accept 
their living s tandards , and are able to 
identify with the local body of believers. 
How we as Brethren in Christ respond 
to our call to God 's Mission is depend-
ent on the depth of our commitment to 
the Lord God and to his interests and 
purposes in the world. I am confident 
tha t we will respond with total , cour-
ageous zeal. "Never flag in zeal, be 
aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord." 
1Inter Varsity Press, 1979, p. 42. 
-InterVarsitv Missions. 1979, David Bryant. 
< Word, Inc., 1978, pp. 125-126. 
T H E L O R D IS M Y F R I E N D 
The Lord is my friend; I shall not be 
lonely. 
He walks beside me and giveth me peace 
of mind and heart . 
He maketh me to think on the best 
things of life. 
He continually refresheth my soul and 
leadeth me in the right paths. 
The days that I am discouraged or ill, 
or sorrow comes, I confide in my 
friend, and He comfor t s me. When 
death is nigh 1 will not fear, for 
He is with me. 
He spreadeth a table before me in the 
presence of d isappointments , and 
feedeth me on the Word of God. 
He anointeth me with His Spirit, and 
fills my cup of joy to overflowing. 
His fr iendship is a sacred treasure. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life as I walk 
hand in hand with my friend; and at 
journey 's end, I will dwell in the 
house of my friend forever. 
— Maxine Clark 
Selected hy Avery Musser. From Christian Art 
bulletin. 
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CHURCH NEWS 
Messiah College 
Notes from Messiah College 
Trustee Minutes 
Dwight Bert was re-elected chairman of 
the Messiah College Board of Trustees, 
and Galen Oakes was returned to the office 
of vice chairman. Mark Hess was newly-
elected as secretary, with Emerson Frey 
named to the post of assistant secretary for 
the first time. 
Although the first apartment-type stu-
dent residence has just been completed, the 
strong increase in enrollment (now more 
than 1,200), along with projected addi-
tional increases, resulted in the trustees 
authorizing the preparation of preliminary 
drawings for another townhouse student 
residence with a capacity of 150 students. 
The projected completion date is September 
1, 1981. 
Dr. H. David Brandt has been appointed 
to a second three-year term as College 
Dean, July 1, 1980 through June 30, 1983. 
Dr. Noel Falk was promoted from Assist-
ant Professor of Biology to Associate Pro-
fessor of Biology. 
Ministers Conference 
Dr. Frank Bateman Stanger, president 
of Asbury Theological Seminary, will be 
s : \ Music Ministry Teams 
Several Messiah College Music Ministry teams are available for booking during the 
spring of 1980. One group will be touring the eastern and midwestern parts of the US 
next summer. The four student groups are: two mixed groups of four women and four 
men each, a folk gospel group of eight women, and a male-female duo. Churches and 
organizations interested in engaging any of the above should contact Ron Long, 
Director of Admissions, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027. 
Dave Hershberger (L) and Kay Burkholder are part of the eight-member Messiah 
College music ministry team, C O V E N A N T . Both Brethren in Christ, Dave is from 







-Dr. Billy A. Melvin 
NAE Executive Director 
The special pastors' day is only one 








Hyatt House Hotel, Los Angeles 
International Airport, Los Angeles, 
California 
Set aside some time 
for spiritual growth. 
For information write: 
NAE, P.O. Box 28, Wh^aton, IL 6Q187 
/ t r o n g in t h e 
Word 
t o / e r v e in t h e . 
World 
the keynote speaker at Messiah College's 
fifteenth annual Ministers Conference on 
March 18 and 19. Additional program pro-
jections include an idea smorgasbord fea-
turing college faculty and other specialized 
resources, audience participation in plan-
ning for the '80s, and a variety of devo-
tional and inspirational activities. 
Fine Arts Center 
Groundbreaking Set 
The groundbreaking for the new fine 
arts center at Messiah College will be on 
March 6. With the groundbreaking there 
will be a special fine arts emphasis on cam-
pus from March 4 to 6. Construction is 
scheduled to begin immediately following 
groundbreaking. 
The total amount of funds raised toward 
the $4 million goal for the "More than 
Bread" campaign is $3,313,709.29. Of this 
amount, $1,553,918.73 has already been 
given and is invested at a good interest rate. 
The final stage of the fund drive is a mail 
campaign. This, along with other antici-
pated response, will be significant in help-
ing the campaign meet the Kresge Founda-
tion's challenge—a promise to pay the last 
$100,000 of the $4,000,000 goal. 
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General Conference In format ion 
T h e Genera l Conference of 1980 will convene on the campus of McMas te r University, Hami l ton , Ontar io , f r o m 
Sa tu rday a f t e rnoon , J u n e 28, th rough Thursday noon , July 3. 
T h e facilities are the best. Both meals and lodging will be available on campus . Numerous motels and campsi tes are in 
the area . Full i n fo rma t ion fo r lodging, meals, t r anspor ta t ion and other details will appear in a special insert of the next 
Evangelical Visitor. Fo r more in fo rmat ion , contact the Convent ion Director , Paul Hostetler, G r a n t h a m , PA 17027. 
Phones : (717) 766-2621, Office 766-2511. 
W o m e n Alone Feminar 
April 18-20, 1980 
The Women Alone Feminar is planned 
for April 18-20, 1980 at Camp Hebron, 
Halifax, Pa. This is for women of all ages 
who are divorced, single, or widowed. It is 
a time of spiritual, social, and physical 
enrichment. Our theme this year is Diet, 
Discipline and Discipleship, with Dr. George 
Kimber as the main speaker. For more 
information contact: Lois Brubaker, C. R.2, 
Westfield, Pa. 16950. 
Christian Light Bookstore 
Moves to New Location 
September 22, 1979 was opening day for 
the new location of the Christian Light 
Bookstore in Brantford, Ontario. Bishop 
Harvey Sider led in a brief service of dedi-
cation. Mayor Bowen shared in the official 
opening. The new store, containing nearly 
5,000 square feet of retail space, is located 
on the same street (Colborne) a short dis-
tance from the former location. 
to page 11 
Manager Jack Flicker, General Manager Clair Hof fman , and Bishop Harvey Sider, 
standing in the greeting card section of the new Christian Light Bookstore. 
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The big city ghet to has a mood and f lavor all its own. It is a different world f r o m "Middle America" in the 
suburbs or countryside. Indeed, a great chasm separates 
the two. In this chasm dwell and breed the demons of racial 
misunders tanding and al ienation, both black and white. 
What would a white "Midd le Amer ican" encounter in 
the Phi ladelphia ghet to? Could the race and culture gap be 
crossed? Would Jesus Christ , in fact, provide a bridge? 
Would the bond of biblical evangelical fai th, shared by 
white and black alike, provide " roo t s" deeper and stronger 
t han our evident differences of skin color, culture, and 
history? How would I, whose ancestors had perhaps 
manned the slave ships, be accepted by the descendants of 
the slave ships' unwilling passengers? 
These ques t ions—and o thers—bubbled in my mind as I 
looked out the a i rp lane window approach ing Philadel-
phia 's a i rpor t . This would, I mused, be perhaps the most 
unusual weekend of many weekends I had spent since 1966 
in the journalistic ministry of Good News. 
The oppor tun i ty had been provided by a new member of 
the Good News Board of Directors , Rev. Rando lph L. 
Jones . Randy is pas tor-di rector of a s torefront congrega-
t ion known as the "Sou ths ide Church-Cen te r , " deep in 
Phi ladelphia 's inner city. 
" C o m e and worsh ip with us somet ime," Randy had 
invited. 
I first heard a b o u t Randy several years ago. A mutua l 
acqua in tance had challenged me to learn more abou t what 
he described as "Randy ' s innovative, full-Gospel outreach 
ministry in a par t of the city like you've probably never 
been to." 
So when ci rcumstances made it possible to be in the 
"Ci ty of Brother ly Love" on a weekend, I pounced on 
Randy ' s offer . Cameras and no tebook ready, I met him in 
the ghe t to on a Sa tu rday night. Randy drove me across 
town to the home where I was to be an overnight guest. 
"You' l l be staying with one of our church members ," 
R a n d y explained. "Brother Bill Richardson used to be 
involved with the Black Panthers . " 
Soon we were knocking on the door of an at tractive 
s tone rowhouse. My host welcomed us, introduced his 
f ive-year-old daugh te r , and then showed me to the guest 
room. Soon af te r I had unpacked , we settled on Bill's living 
r o o m sofa. Over a Coke , Bill told abou t his pi lgrimage to 
the cross. 
The path had led him over mighty rough ground: a hitch 
in the a rmy . . . a lcohol , d rugs and street gangs . . . 
gradual ly s inking into the vor tex of hopelessness and des-
pair . A succession of u n h a p p y j o b fai lures caused Bill to 
feel tha t his life would be noth ing more than backbreaking 
an ima l labor . He was losing all conf idence in himself and 
had no hope for the fu tu re . Then he gravitated to the Black 
Panthers because they were providing food and help for 
needy ghet to people. But Bill couldn ' t feel right abou t the 
violence, so he drif ted aimlessly, a man without purpose, 
roots , or hope for tomor row. 
A fr iend, worried abou t Bill's evident disintegration, 
urged him to "come meet some positive people" at the 
Souths ide Church-Center . He did—reluctant ly. 
"In the ghe t to ," Bill explained, "church and ministers 
are a rip-off with big cars and fancy clothes for themselves. 
But the people at the Center . . . they were different!" 
How? 




Text and Photos by Charles W. Keysor 
Church members are remodeling a decaying storefront building 
to house expanding outreach activities of the congregation. Per-
sons are encouraged by the church to renovate local buildings. 
Two arms of the Church 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS and 
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
M C C e r Walter Hiebert works with 
students at David Livingstone Teach-
er's College, Zambia in production 
units: (Above) with student operating 
jigsaw to produce teaching aids; 
(upper) Edmunc Ng'Andu feeds the 
citrus trees; (lower) students clearing 
the piggery's external disposal system. 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST and M C C personnel have shared together for many 
years in teaching and development at the DAVID LIVINGSTONE TEACHER'S 
COLLEGE, in Zambia, near the world famous Victoria Falls. Presently there 
are three M C C and two Brethren in Christ personnel assigned to DLTC. 
NEW ASSIGNMENTS 
G O R D O N and SUSAN GILMORE serve as the founding couple of the new Latin American mission. This will 
probably be located in Venezuela which Gordon will visit with the mission administrators, February 18-29, 1980. 
The Gilmores are in their eighth year of pastoral service at Port Colborne Ontario. They will continue in the 
pas to ra te for the balance of this year. With their children Benjamin and Charity, they will spend one year in Cos ta 
Rica in language school, in preparation for this new Brethren in Christ Missions assignment. 
EUGENE and RUTH MADEIRA are investing one year of special ministry in Nicaragua beginning this summer 
(1980). The Madeiras are members of the Lancaster congregation. Eugene currently serves in the Lancaster 
school system with specialties in adult education from which he will be on a one year sabbatical leave. Their 
knowledge of Spanish from previous missionary service in Colombia aptly prepares them for Nicaragua. Eugene 
will work with the church there in developing and testing a leadership training program. Ruth, a registered nurse, 
will share in health care programs and women 's work as there are opportunities. NOTE: The Madeiras are 
currently looking for someone to house-sit for them in Lancaster for the year! 
/NEW MINISTRIES \ 
i 
MARSHALL and ELEANOR POE with their family are preparing to 
follow through with the work done by the Madeiras in Nicaragua, and 
serve the church there in an intensive leadership training program. This 
will be an appropriate response to an urgent and longstanding need felt 
by our sister church, and advocated by Bert Sider and the other mis-
sionary staff over the years. 
The Poes both bring the experience of cross-cultural service in Zam-
bia plus Marshall's leadership training and Eleanor's nursing skills to 
this new assignment. The family, including Keith 10, Karen almost 9, 
and Krista 7, will move to Costa Rica in August for one year of Spanish 
studies. 
RAY and WINIFRED H O C K , with their son, Jason, 
are planning to make Japan their home and base of min-
istry as of August 1980. Ray completes seminary (East-
ern Baptist) studies in the spring. Concurrent with his 
studies, Ray has found fulfillment in assistant pastoral 
service at the Perkiomen Valley church while Winnie 
pursued her nursing career . The Hocks previously 
served at the Life Line Mission in San Francisco. 
The Japanese assignment begins with two years of 
language study in Tokyo in preparation for a church 
planting/leadership training role in Yamaguchi ken. The 
Hocks will be par tners with a national seminary-trained 
graduate in fulfillment of the creative planning by the 
Japanese church. 
Each of the above mentioned appointments were confirmed by the Board for Missions Executive Commit tee in 





Seeds of Hope 
"The kingdom of God 
is as if a man 
should scatter seed 
upon the ground, 
and should sleep 
and rise night and day, 
and the seed should 
sprout and grow, 
he knows not how." 
MCC Chad 
Photo by Mike Eby Mark 4:26,27 (RSV) 
In 1979 the world was troubled by 
news of the boat people, land 
re fugees and millions starving in 
Kampuchea (Cambodia). Nuclear 
stockpiles grew, while the world 
reacted to an accident at Three Mile 
Island. 
An Islamic Republic was established 
in Iran; Egypt and Israel s igned a 
p e a c e agreement . Pope John Paul II 
traveled the globe, a new prime 
minister was elected, then quickly 
forced to call another election in 
Canada, and former Canadian Prime 
Minister John Diefenbaker died. 
1979 ended a d e c a d e that began 
with war and famine in Biafra and 
Bangladesh—a d e c a d e that included 
the Q u e b e c Separatist movement, the 
final years of the Vietnam War, 
Watergate and a growing energy 
crisis. It was the 60th year of MCC's 
worldwide ministry in the Name of 
Christ. 
In this year many felt small in 
comparison to the problems around 
them. The world's problems were not 
solved, but Brethren in Christ and 
Mennonites welcomed Indochinese 
re fugees and international trainees. An 
est imated 12,000 volunteered at 
material aid centers, thrift and Self-
Help shops, meat cannings and relief 
sales, and entered service with MCC. 
Their continued support of mission 
and service programs was a sign that 
God cont inues to give His people 
hope. 
Increased financial support in 1979 
indicated the confidence of consti-
tuents that their gifts would be used of 
God. Gifts were not always large in 
comparison to world need, but a s 
Christ rejoiced at the the two coins 
given by the widow (Mark 12:42-44), 
we believe God use s the gifts given to 
MCC in faith. 
Those gifts, the plans laid to use 
them, and the contribution of workers 
are seeds , sown with prayer and love, 
which grow and spread and bear new 
seed . 
Areas of special concern to MCC in 
1979 were Kampuchea, Nicaragua, 
Dominica, Dominican Republic, 
Uganda and Lebanon, where war and 
natural disasters created vast need for 
development, material aid and for 
spiritual support. 
At year 's end, MCC has been able to 
give food aid, medical supplies, s e e d s 
and tools to Kampuchea. Such 
involvement may prepare the soil for 
future work. MCC s e e k s to send 
rehabilitation workers there in 1980. 
War in Nicaragua left 150,000 
homeless and 50,000 dead. Crops, 
hospitals and schools were leveled. 
Food aids and s e e d s were sent during 
1979. Reconstruction will continue in 
1980 and 1981. 
In Dominica and Dominican Repub-
lic, Hurricane David left 150,000 
homeless and destroyed crops. MCC 
has sent personnel and material aid to 
both countries and will work there in 
1980 with Mennonite mission and 
local church groups. 
1979 saw the end of the bloody 
eight-year reign of Idi Amin Dada in 
Uganda. That country is still 
experiencing economic and political 
difficulties. MCC has sent hand tools, 
soap, blankets and water pumps, a s 
well a s workers. A rural development 
program will continue in 1980. 
The tiny country of Lebanon con-
tinued to absorb the hostility of the 
Middle East, suffering repeated ac ts of 
war and terrorism. Early in the year 
material aid was distributed to 
re fugees from the war. Workers 
encouraged agricultural development 
total personnel 181 7 7 2 5 126 2 4 2 8 9 
agriculture/nutrition 31 21 1 41 2 1 
economic and technical 13 10 1 7 0 6 
education 6 3 5 5 2 9 9 14 
health 10 8 7 2 3 2 8 
religious/social services 16 4 6 10 3 6 3 
language s tudy/s tudy ass is tance 10 0 0 0 0 4 
administration/support services 3 8 2 9 5 16 8 1 9 3 
Bangladesh 35 Haiti 10 Nepal 18 Upper Volta 16 
Belgium 2 Hungary 1 Nicaragua 2 West Bank 7 
Bolivia 51 India 9 Nigeria 15 Zaire 37 
Botswana 32 Indonesia 5 Paraguay 5 Zambia 18 
Brazil 27 Ireland 2 Philippines 3 
Chad 2 Italy 1 Poland 1 
Egypt 11 Jamaica 17 Sudan 4 
England 1 Jordan 4 Swaziland 23 Canada 
Ethiopia 2 Kenya 6 Switzerland 2 volunteer 64 
France 1 Laos 4 Tanzania 3 salaried 64 
Germany 14 Lebanon 2 Thailand 3 United States 
Grenada 8 Lesotho 13 Transkei 2 volunteer 75 
Guatemala 6 Malawi 5 Uganda 3 salaried 86 
and are a supporting Christian 
presence . 
Many a r ea s that suffered most 
deeply—Kampuchea, Indochina, Mid-
dle East, Nicaragua—suffered not 
b e c a u s e of natural disaster, but 
b e c a u s e of political struggles. The call 
to reconciliation and justice was 
d iscussed often a s MCC sought ways 
not only to offer ass i s tance after the 
tragedy of conflict, but to be God's 
p re sence in the world in a way that 
prevents t ragedy and heals wounds of 
hatred and injustice. The largest 
number of MCC overseas workers 
continued to be teachers , who shared 
new knowledge, and agriculturists, 
who shared hope for increased food 
production. 
Disasters at home called for the 
efforts of t h o u s a n d s of Mennonite 
Disaster Service volunteers. New work 
began in Mississippi, where floods 
struck in the spring and Hurricane 
Frederic raged in the fall; in Texas 
and Ontario after tornadoes; and in 
Louisiana, Alabama, Minnesota and 
Manitoba after spring flooding. 
U.S. Ministries and MCC (Canada) 
sought sponso r s for resett lement of 
r e fugees and worked in ministries with 
Native Americans, the elderly, offen-
ders and the rural and urban poor. 
It was a year of somet imes painful, 
somet imes joyful, discussion between 
MCC and MCC (Canada) concerning 
greater mutuality. A fledgling MCC 
U.S. was born to handle state-side 
concerns. MCC's relationship to 
confe rence bodies and other church 
agenc ies was a matter for prayer and 
dialogue. 
At the end of 1979 there were 7 2 2 
workers—433 in 4 3 overseas coun-
tries and 2 8 9 in North American 
volunteer positions and in headquar-
ters, regional and provincial offices. 
These workers, motivated by their 
commitment to Christ and concern for 
their fellow humans, spread s e e d s of 
faith and understanding through 
sharing friendship and their faith a s 
well a s sharing skills in education, 
| health, technology, agriculture and 
I social services. 
For a detailed 1979 financial 
and program report write to: 
Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street 
Akron, Pa. 17501 
or MCC (Canada) 
2 0 1 - 1 4 8 3 Pembina Highway 

































U.S. Ministries 238,844 
Mennonite Mental Health 
Services 23,705 
Mennonite Disaster Service 62,186 
Peace Section 49,313 
Peace Section (U.S.) 75,856 






Excess of Income over Disbursements 
Less Funds Spent for Long/term Assets 
Net Increase in Operating Fund 
Balances 
All amounts rounded off to 
nearest dollar. A detailed 
financial statement and program 
report is available upon 
request. 












































1,653,692 821,909 2,475,601 





















Peace and Social Concerns $ 54,268 
Native Concerns 55,507 
Die Mennonitische Post 64,943 
Kanadier 18,364 
Food Bank 1,263,692 
Voluntary Service 395,153 
Ottawa Office 44,995 
Offender Ministries 27,989 
Mennonite Disaster Service 2,682 
Mennonite Historical Society 6,500 










"We need the help of God 
to know when we are preparing the soil, 
when planting the seed, 
when weeding, when harvesting." 
-RAY BRUBACHER, MCC AFRICA SECRETARY 
Materia/ Aid, Kansas 
1980 First Quarter 
MISSIONS - OVERSEAS 
India 
Rev. Surendra N. Roy, Church Chairman 
Jiwan Jyoti, Post Box 8 
Saharsa P.O., North Bihar, India 
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter 
16 Boulevard Road 
Delhi 110054, India (FEBA) 
William and Mary Hoke 
M-96 Greater Kailash I 
New Delhi 110048, India (TWR) 
Joseph and Mar ie t t j Smith 
12/A Underbill Lane, 
Delhi 110054, India 
Japan 
John and Lucille Graybill 
(Country Representative) 
30915, 4 Chome, Hana Koganei, 
Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan 187 
Miriam Bowers 
309-15, 4 Chome, Hana Koganei, 
Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan 187 
Marlin and Ruth Zook 
2050-19 Nakao, Urawa Shi, 
Saitama Ken, Japan 336 
Nicaragua 
Rev. Enrique Palacios, Executive Minister 
Apartado 4663 
Managua, Nicaragua, C. A. 




Elsie C. Bechtel 
Apartado A257 
Managua, Nicaragua, C. A. 
Rhodesia 
Bishop Stephen N. Ndlovu 
P.O. Box 711 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Zambia 
Bishop William T. Silungwe 
P. O. Box 115 
Choma, Zambia', Africa 
Ira and Miriam Stern 
(Country Representative) 
P. O. Box 2733 
Lusaka, Zambia, Africa 
Mary Olive Lady 
P. O. Box 115 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Rachel Melhorn 
Choma Secondary School 
P. O. Box 92 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
c /o David Livingstone Teacher Training College 
Private Bag 1, Livingstone, 
Zambia, A frica 
Phyllis Engle 
Lois Jean Sider 
Abram Bert 
P. O. Box 83 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Dallas and Diane Wolgemuth 
P. O. Box 83 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
c /o Macha Mission Hospital 
P. O. Box 340 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert 
Mary Bricker 







Robert and Gail Brubaker 
Macha Secondary School 
P. O. Box 316 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Emory and Jeanne Martin 
Nahumba Mission 
P. O. Box 173 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
c/o Sikalongo Bible Institute 
P. O. Box 131 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Dale and Juanita Bathurst 
David and Janet Kipe 
Fannie Longenecker 
Mary E. Heisey 
Sikalongo Mission Hospital 
P. O. Box 131 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
On Furlough 
Mary Biser 
c /o R. Bruce Bainbridge 
R. D. 1 
Mt. Wolf, PA 17347 
Edith Miller 
301 Mill Road 




Roy and Esther Mann 
32 Dorchester House, Jameson St. 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing 
Private Bag RW13X 
Lusaka, Zambia, Africa 
North America 
Kenneth and Jill Crider 
3106 Mountainview Dr. 
Farmington, NM 87401 
Philip Frey 
Star Route 4, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413 
Sandra Neyer 
Star Route 4, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413 
Richard and Deborah Sisco 
118 New Alexander St. 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
Carroll and Esther Stottlemyer 
1202 Douglas Ave. 
Des Moines, Iowa 50313 
theDIRE 
Addresses of BRETHREN 
MISSIONS - NORTH AMERICA Canada 
c /o Montreal Lake Children's Home 
Timber Bay, Saskatchewan SOJ 2T0 
Raymond and Sandra Sider 
Dale and Judy Albrecht 
Kevan Albrecht 
Jonathan and Marie Alleman 
Carla Dahlstrom 





Robert and Debbie Nigh 
Trudy Quiring 
Howard and Jennie Rensberry 
Deborah Welch United States 
c /o Fellowship Chapel 
246 E. Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10457 
Ray and Miriam Heisey 
Janet Hykes Dick 
Daniel and Sharon Farina 
Barry Musser 
Kenneth Roberts 
c /o Spring Lake Retreat 
R.R.I, Box 361 
Wurtsboro, NY 12790 
Roy and Alva Newcomer 
Joseph Hyatt 
c /o Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission 
Sfar Route 4, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413 




Warren and Connie Hoffman 
Anne Marie Hoover 
Edith Merkey 
Eldon and Nancy Rosentrater 
Donald and Marion Sider 
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner 
Stephen and Debby Tyson 
Duane and Karen Weaver 
Marilyn Wingert 
Annabelle Yazzie 
John Peter Yazzie 
c /o Brethren in Christ Ministries 
Box 150 
Pharr, Texas 78577 
LeRoy and Judy Eberly 
Donald and Margaret Frymire 
Kenneth and Geniece Frymire 
Joyce Poe 
c /o Life Line Chapel 
422 Guerrero St. 
San Francisco, CA 94110 










c /o Life Line Mission 
917 Folsum St. 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
David and Margaret Croxford 
CTORY 
IN CHRIST Personnel 
First Quarter 1980 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
MINISTRIES 
Kenneth and Anna Hoover (Special) 
Messiah College 
Grantham, PA 17027 
Rebecca Gordon (Missions Office) 
Box 149 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
Keith and Charlene Barr (MCC) 
512 Lime St. 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
Marilyn Hallman (MCC) 
Box 132, Station F 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2L 1A5 
Sally Harmon (MCC) 
21 S. 12th St. 
Akron, PA 17501 
Evan and Linda Heise (MCC) 
298 Topsail Rd. 
St. Johns, Newfoundland, A1E 2B5 
Mark and Darlene Keller (MCC) 
Mennonite Central Committee 
P. O. Box 329 
Mbabane, Swaziland 
Jay and Lucille Kopp (MCC) 
Mennonite Central Committee 
P. O. Box 329 
Mbabane, Swaziland 
Curtis and Violet Nissly (MCC) 
Box CH-99 
Lusaka, Zambia 
Karen Stickley (MCC) 
Ev. Johannesstift Haus Heidiborn 
Schoenwalder Allee 





Brethren in Christ Offices 
P. O. Box 1136 
Upland, CA 91786 
Kimberly Bert 
Mile High Pines Camp 
Angelus Oaks, CA 92305 
Mark and Grace Rutt 
c /o Kenbrook Bible Camp 
501 Pine Meadow Rd. 
Lebanon, PA 17042 
Leroy and Inez Helmuth 
Upland Manor 
1125 W. Arrow Hwy. 
Upland, CA 91786 
Deborah Holsinger 
Upland Manor 
1125 W. Arrow Hwy. 
Upland, CA 92786 




David and Florence Carlson 
(Trans World Radio) 
P. O. Box 141 
Monte Carlo, Monaco 
Dana and Judy Crider (Woodstock School) 
Mussoorie U P. 248179, India 
Charles and Barbara Dederick 
(American Rescue Workers Mission) 
950 Sheridan St. 
Williamsport, PA 17701 
Premnath S. Dick (East Harlam Interfaith) 
2050 Second Ave. 
New York, NY 10029 
Ethel Doner (Unevangelized Fields Mission) 
Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West Indies 
Anna R. Engle (Sponsored by the Evangelical 
Alliance Mission) 
10 Devenish Court, Deuenish St. 
Pretoria 0002, South Africa 
Leslie Engle (Mennonite Board of Missions) 
Out-Spokin 
Box 370 
Elkhart, IN 46515 
Bob and Carol Geiger (Redland Valley Church) 
CASA AGAPE, San Martin 
Metz, Colombia, South America 
Joe and Elaine Haines 
(Mennonite Board of Missions) 
Edinburgh Mission Medical Hospital 
P. O. Box 11 
Nazareth, Israel 
Howard and Margaret Hall 
(Operation Mobilization) 
c /o Send The Light 
9 London Rd. 
Bromley, Kent, England 
James and Ronda Helems 
(c/o Academia Los Pinares) 
Apartado 143-C, Tegucigalpa 
Honduras, D C., C. A. 
Beverly Johnson (Bible Club Movement Inc.) 
408 E. 11th St. 
Ocean City, NJ 08226 
Emerson and Ruth Lesher 
(Mennonite Board of Missions) 
135 N. Oakland Ave. 
Box 478 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
Gulabi McCarty (Youth for Christ) 
1 Wheeler Rd. 
Bangalore 560005, India 
Lois Raser (World Vision) 
Apdo. 190 
Jerez, Zacatecas, Mexico 
Donald and Mildred Ressler 
(Central Alaskan Missions, Inc.) 
Glennallen, Alaska 99588 
W. Edward and Martha Rickman 
(World Gospel Mission) 
1609 Chapel Pike 
Marion, IN 46952 
Rhoda Winger (Campus Crusade for Christ) 
A. C. P. O. Box 51 
Quezon City, Philippines 3001 
Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth 
(Wycliffe Bible Translators) 
7500 W. Camp Wisdom 
Dallas, TX 75236 
MISSION CHURCHES 
Canada 
Eva Smith (Paddockwood) 
Paddockwood, Saskatchewan SOJ 1Z0 
Dan and Lynda Steadman (Kirkland Lake) 
11 Hillcrest Dr. 
Kirkland Lake, Ontario P2N 3M6 
United States 
Richard and Joanna Lehman (Blandburg) 
P. O. Box 55 
Blandburg, PA 16619 
Grafton and Grace Forbes (Pilgrim Chapel) 
225 Sterling St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11225 
Gene and Joy Craighead (Adney Gap) 
Rt. 1, Box 48 
Callaway, VA 24067 
Harold Paulus (Beulah Chapel) 
Box 393 A, Sano Rt. 
Columbia, KY 42728 
Terry and Debra Brensinger (Bloomington) 
Columbia, KY 42728 
Edgar and Anna Giles (MillerfieIds) 
Rt. 3 
Columbia, KY 42728 
John and Ruth Pawelski (Dayton) 
835 Herman Ave. 
Dayton, OH 45404 
Glenn and Ilona Hensel (De Rossett) 
Rt. 9, Box 218 
Sparta , TN 38583 
Levi and Beulah Troyer (Maple Grove) 
Box 354 
Mio, MI 48647 
Ross and Betty Morningstar (Hunlock Creek) 
Rt. 3 
Berwick, PA 18603 
Gaylerd and Marlene Miller (Knifby Ch) 
Rt. 1 
Knifley, KY 42753 
William and Ada Fetrow (Llewellyn) 
Box 117 
Llewellyn, PA 17944 
Lyle and Annie Roach (Lynchburg) 
Rt. 5, Box 181 
Lynchburg, VA 24501 
Glenn and Joyce Ginder (Labish) 
4188 Ward Dr. 
Salem, OR 97303 
Allon and Jeanet te Dourte (Bethel Sprgs) 
Rt. 6, Box 352 
Manheim, PA 17545 
EXTENSION CHURCHES 
Canada 
Dale and Pauline Allison (Calgary) 
168 Cantrell Dr. SIV 
Calgary, Alberta T2W 2M6 
Philip and Judith Keefer (Westheights) 
30 Somerfield Place 
Kitchener, Ontario N2N 1S3 
Gerald and Jane Tyrell (Meadowvale) 
6053 Featherhead Cr. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5N 2B5 
Herb and Ruth Anderson (Prince Albert) 
355 McArthur Dr. 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan S6V 6J8 
United States 
Earl and Lois Hess (Campbellsville) 
Rt. 2, Box 23 
Campbellsville, KY 42718 
Paul and Esther Hess (Western Hills) 
2961 Aquadale Lane 
Cincinnati, OH 45211 
Levi and Sandra Brubaker (Clearwater) 
1918 Hastings Dr. 
Clearwater, FL 33515 
Verle and Maralee Brubaker (Oak Park) 
3840 W. 14th St. 
Des Moines, Iowa 50313 
Orvin and Colleene White (Highland Park) 
32 Dalton Dr. 
Dublin, VA 24084 
Atlee and Janet Hershberger (Amherst) 
852 Amherst, N.E. 
Massillon, OH 44646 
Ric and Leigh Ann Feeney (Moreno) 
13831 Redlands Blvd. 
Moreno, CA 92360 
Larry and Reta Steffee (Holden Park) 
741 Holden Ave. 
Orlando, FL 32809 
David and Loa Buckwalter (Phoneton) 
4285 U. S. RT. 40 
Tipp City, OH 45317 
John and Dorothy Fries (Portland) 
9764 S. W. Appaloosa PI. 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
Irving and Peggy Parker (Pomeroy Chapel) 
Rt. 3, Box 262 
Smithville, TN 37166 
Clarence and Mary Ann Brubaker (Van Leer) 
2713 Buford Dr. 
Williamsport, MD 21795 
Kevin and Candy Longenecker (Open Bible 
Comm.) 
12880Heacock 
Sunnymead, CA 92388 
Jack and Jeanine Finley (Waukena) 
P. O. Box 82 
Waukena, CA 93282 
Charles and Elaine Norman (Wichita) 
336 Turquoise Lane 
Wichita, KS 67209 
John and Velorus Shearer (URBAN Min) 
56 Edison St. 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
THE SUPPORTING STAFF 
To enable the programs of Brethren in Christ Missions to serve both its field personnel and the support ing 
bro therhood, a staff serves in its two offices. 
STEVENSVILLE, Ontario 
Carolyn Rotz coordinates 
the Canadian Office, which 
is a l so t he off ice of t he 
Secretary of Overseas Min-
istries, Roy V. Sider. She 
has served with Brethren in 
Christ Missions since 1969. 
ELIZABETHTOWN, Pa. 
The main office of the Mission Board is located in the building occupied by the Christian Light Bookstore in 
downtown Elizabethtown. Shown in the office of Financial Secretary Verna Mae Ressler (left) are: Alice Dourte , 
Information Services; Becky Gordon (VS), circulation; Esther Ebersole, assistant to the Executive Secretary; 
Wilmer Heisey, Executive Secretary. Glen Pierce, Secretary of Home Ministries, also works out of the E-town 
Office. 
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last, Bill recalled. "And they were really interested in me." 
Chr is t ians at the Center urged Bill to begin reading the 
Bible. He tried, but soon gave up because "I had to look up 
every other word in the dic t ionary." The Christ ians per-
suaded Bill to s tudy the dict ionary. He did and as Bill's 
reading skill improved the church provided books and led 
him in Bible s tudy and discussion abou t Scripture, the 
Chris t ian life and his black heritage. 
T h e highlight of our interview came af te r we had moved 
to ano the r room, Bill's s tudy and work room. He pointed 
to a f ree-s tanding bookshelf against a s tark, paperless 
plaster wall. A warm smile wreathed Bill's handsome face. 
His eyes literally sparkled as he said, "These are all my 
books! I have read all of them!" 
Never had I seen such fierce joy and pride aroused by 
reading. Chr is t ians at the Center had led Bill out of the 
pr ison of near-il l i teracy and thus opened to him a whole 
new world of ideas. What greater act of practical love, I 
thought, than helping a brother learn to read? 
S u m m i n g up his changed and changing life, Bill said 
with deep feeling, "Jesus died for me and he enables me to 
be myself!" 
The next morn ing Bill took me to the Center headquar -
ters at 1521 Sou th Street. It is a converted ghet to store with 
lowered ceiling, f lourescent lights, folding chairs and a hint 
of mus ty odor . Several church members were loading 
d r u m s and musical ins t ruments into a stat ion wagon 
parked outside the Center. 
"We ' re going over to the church ," explained Zef f ro Gas-
kin, conver ted soul rock musician and leader of the church 
orchestra . "We are f ixing up a new Center down the street 
(pointing). Until it's ready, we worship in a church building 
near here." 
In the old Center building we entered a s toreroom over-
f lowing with dented cans and boxes of food . The Center 
dis tr ibutes food to hungry people—especially children and 
elderly, explained Adriel Chaney. 
"Where do you get the food?" I asked. 
" F r o m churches in and a round Philly," said Adriel. 
A storeroom overf lows with food the church distributes to needy 
persons, mostly elderly or very young. Care is taken to see that 
precious food is given only to persons whose need is known to be 
genuine. 
An impromptu choir joins the church orchestra during this ser-
vice. In spring and summer the orchestra goes out onto the street, 
where musicians sing, play, and witness. In 1978 they led fifty 
persons to Christ. 
"Once a church out in Lancaster Coun ty sent us 20 tons of 
potatoes ." 
Accompanied by several Center Christians, I walked 
two blocks down South Street to a building in the process 
of being remodeled as expanded headquar ters for the Cen-
ter. Members of the congregat ion were doing all the work 
themselves, I learned. (Par t of the Center 's ne ighborhood 
outreach is teaching ghet to people basic carpent ry skills so 
they can repair their homes and thus reverse the depressing 
cycle of deepening neighborhood blight and deteriorat ion.) 
Along with my guided tour of the new headquar te rs , I 
received a walking lecture in black history and perspec-
tives. As we climbed steep stairs inspecting the renovated 
building, Brother Chaney explained how to be black in 
America is to be in a constant state of rage and indignation. 
I was forceful ly reminded of millions of k idnapped Afri-
cans who had died aboa rd slave ships enroute to America 
. . . of the rape of black women by white slave m a s t e r s . . . of 
American history revised so as to largely el iminate black 
realities. It was evident that the past has left festering sores 
and deep resentments, which Christian faith may t ran-
scend but does not always obliterate. Adriel Chaney spoke 
of these things very forcefully. I sensed echoes of feeling, 
more subdued, in others during my day in the ghetto. 
"If it wasn't for Jesus, I just couldn' t stand it," said 
Adriel. He spoke with a smouldering intensity which I shall 
long remember. 
How shall I describe the worship service which began at 
10:00 a .m. and lasted until 2:00 p.m.? To a white preacher , 
condit ioned to accept white church time-consciousness on 
Sunday morning, it was a delicious treat to worship with 
"positive people" who do not keep one eye on the clock. I 
thought, how sterile and abbreviated an ordinary white 
worship service would seem to someone used to worship-
ping for two, three, or even four hours. 
"When the Spirit begins to move, that 's all that matters ," 
one elderly woman told me. 
And move the Spirit did! 
As the service progressed, I was impressed by the natu-
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ralness of it. People freely and openly expressed their deep 
feelings. There was no bott l ing up, no repression of emo-
tions. Rather , the whole service featured joyous , overflow-
ing praise and prayer. 
At one point T h o m a s Robinson , abou t 30 and saved for 
seven months , told the congregat ion how he had gone 
th rough the past week without taking either heroin or 
me thadone . Hear ing this good news, the congregation 
erupted in celebrat ion. People poured out of the pews to 
dance in the aisles, sing and hug each other. The church 
orches t ra led out spontaneously , giving wings of music to 
the soar ing spirit of joy and praise. 
Then Randy preached. His text was R o m a n s 1:18: "The 
wrath of God is being revealed f rom heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the t ru th 
by their wickedness." (NIV) 
The message was dramat ic , laced with analogies, sim-
ilies, and object lessons. But it was also solid as a rock in 
the fa i thfu l presenta t ion of Bible t ru th . I found it abso-
lutely fascinat ing in its int imate depth of communica t ion 
with the congregat ion. Pulling no punches, Randy pro-
nounced tha t God 's wrath would fall on all who do evil. He 
Rapt attention s h o w s on the face of this worshipper during the 
sermon, a blend of Bible teaching and application. 
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clinched it by naming several local politicans, obviously 
known to the worshippers. 
Space does not permit recollections of the chicken 
dinner with turnip greens and peach pie served af terward 
in the basement . Nor can I name all the kind and fr iendly 
people who came to welcome me graciously as a brother in 
Christ . Nor can I record all my interviews with these "posi-
tive people" who had found Christ th rough the Center 's 
socially relevant Gospel ministry. 
All told, it was for me a journey into joy. It revealed a 
radically different style of church and worsh ip—as unlike 
my accustomed white milieu as the desert and the Arctic. 
Gazing out the airplane window flying back home to 
Kentucky, I tried to put it all together. Hardly ever had I 
seen such a perfect blending between the solid, unvar-
nished historic Christ ian Gospel and outreaching social 
concern. The fusion of these two indispensible Gospel 
ingredients was evident in the lives and witness of Center 
people. 
The Lord Jesus Christ had indeed provided a depend-
able bridge across the culture chasm separat ing black and 
white. In Christ , we had t ranscended bo th our races and 
cultures. Tha t is ano the r reason why it was, for me, t ruly a 
journey into joy. 
But one thing t roubled me deeply. I cannot feel good 
abou t the anger, indignation, and al ienation which also 
met me in the ghet to. I 'm glad 1 encountered it, though. 
This ugly reality is too of ten unseen or ignored by us who 
live on the white side of the chasm. 
I winced at the bitter condemna t ion of a land and a 
society which have been good to me. Of course I am 
influenced by my white, middle-class culture—even as the 
black fel low-Chris t ians at the Center are influenced by 
their black heritage and the culture of the Phi ladelphia 
ghet to in which they live and witness. 
Randy 's church states its doctr inal posi t ion in a way that 
would please the most rock-r ibbed champion of theologi-
cal o r thodoxy . But the Center also declares this to be one 
of its congregat ional purposes: "To decry the socio-
economic rape of the third world by E u r o p e / A m e r i c a n 
systems. A distinction is made between biblical Christ ian-
ity and American Civil religion. Were it not for the identi-
f ication of the American flag with the Cross, radical lead-
ers such as Malcom X and Angela Davis would have—in 
all probabi l i ty—been receptive to the message of Jesus the 
l iberator." 
I have not experienced America this way. But then, I 
have never lived in the ghetto. 
E D I T O R ' S N O T E : Since 1974 the Brethren in Christ have 
shared financially in the ministry of two black evangelical 
groups in Phi ladelphia—Chris t ian St ronghold Missionary 
Society (see November 10, 1979 Visitor), and Southside 
Communi ty Church-Center . At present several Brethren 
in Christ congregations part icipate directly in the ministry 
of Southside with material donat ions . 
Used by permission. Abridged from an article in the May / June 1979 
issue. Good News magazine, a forum for Scriptural Christianity within 
the United Methodist Church. 308 E. Main St.. Wilmore, KY 40390. 
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MCC TEACHERS — 
AN IMPORTANT INGREDIENT 
from MCC (News) Release 
Educa t ion has always been an impor tan t part of the 
Mennon i t e Cent ra l Commi t tee overseas program, part icu-
larly in Afr ica , where 65 of 180 workers are teachers. Why 
does M C C send so many teachers overseas? Wha t are they 
able to accomplish? 
Nancy Heisey, M C C assistant secretary for Africa, notes 
tha t work in the area of educa t ion is impor t an t in the 
Afr ica p r o g r a m . Providing teachers to Africa is a way to 
suppor t the ins t i tu t ions of the church with which M C C 
works . Mos t schools where M C C teachers are placed are 
run by na t ionals . "It 's not our show," says Heisey, but 
providing teachers is a way to suppor t their work. 
A n o t h e r reason for the Teachers Abroad P rogram 
( T A P ) is tha t teachers can serve as role models. Heisey 
repor ts tha t such models are of ten not provided in a culture 
tha t is in t rans i t ion . In such a culture persons have of ten 
been shocked and shat tered by modern iza t ion . The tradi-
t iona l values do not func t ion as well as they used to. 
M C C e r s are in a posi t ion to exemplify values tha t do not 
go against t radi t ional cul tural values, but make it possible 
to go t h r o u g h change with integrity. "There are Biblical 
values tha t Chr is t ians try to mainta in are t ranscul tura l . If 
teachers can begin to live these so tha t s tudents can better 
their lives, that ' s a real cont r ibut ion we can make ." 
S o m e say the Afr ican educat ional systems are elitist, not 
meet ing the needs of rural people. They of ten emphasize a 
discipline and s t ruc ture tha t are irrelevant to the needs of 
developing countries. 
"I admi t these th ings ," Heisey says, "but I say that we 
canno t 'deschool ' their society. I don ' t think you can th row 
it all out and say we are not going to serve in that setting. 
We can be in con tac t with people there and find ways to 
catalyze change." 
She continues, "Our best teachers do not just plan their 
lessons, teach them, and go home to correct their note-
books. They do extra things that involve them in the lives 
of their s tudents." 
One such worker is Dan Rusmisel, an agriculture 
teacher in Swaziland. He is working in a school-community 
project to demons t ra te agricultural methods and interme-
diate technology. So he is not just teaching school; he also 
makes the learning process far more than the classroom. 
Kevin Cox, a teacher in Lesotho, knew this school 
needed new desks. Instead of buying them, he bought the 
materials and taught the s tudents how to make desks. 
When he leaves, the people there can make more desks as 
they need them. Now Cox is working on a system of 
irr igation so s tudents can have a water supply for a garden 
at school and increase their food supply. 
An impor tant task for M C C teachers is to learn and 
unders tand the nat ional culture. In Lesotho, Fern Mart in 
has worked on the local language, taking study during her 
term breaks. Martin lives with Lesotho and Indian teachers, 
a difficult venture in which many have failed. In Malawi, 
Art S to rmer is involved with the s tudent Christ ian organi-
zat ion. He works with the g roup at his school, part icipates 
in their weekend retreats and travels with them to nat ional 
conferences. He knows and works with the Malawian 
Christ ian student leadership and has been asked to preach 
in the local church. 
These are just a few examples which illustrate why M C C 
feels it is still impor tan t to work in educat ion in Africa. 
Whether it is working with developing tools or students ' 
spiri tual lives, many go on quietly working in the "o ld" 
settings to make things new. 
CHURCH NEWS 
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Births 
Brubaker: Jay Allen, born Nov. 14, to 
Ray and Maryann (Sherk) Brubaker, 
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Deck: Jared Lesley, born Oct. 3, to 
Alan and Pam Deck, Bethany congrega-
tion, OK. 
Galloway: Matthew Alan, born Dec. 
17, to Darrel and Mary Ellen Galloway, 
Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Houck: Joshua Aaron, born Dec. 29, to 
Rev. and Mrs. J. Daniel Houck, Stowe 
congregation, Pa. 
McMullen: Christina Marie, born Dec. 
25, to Ron and Ginny McMullen, Spring-
vale congregation, Ont. 
Sebum: Jeremy Craig, born Dec. 14, to 
Ron and Dawn Sebum, Sherkston con-
gregation, Ont. 
Smith: Rollin James, born Dec. 24, to 
James and Marlene Smith, Manheim con-
gregation, Pa. 
Stayman: Deanna Edna, born Jan. 6, to 
Dale and Debbie Stayman, Antrim con-
gregation, Pa. 
OUR APOLOGIES! 
In the births (Jan. 10) the fa ther of 
Kerri Ann Stauffer was listed as Chino 
instead of Chris. 
Sweeney: Isaac, bom Aug. 8, to Mark 
and Cindy Sweeney, Mechanicsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Thompson: Kristy Lynn, born Nov. 5, to Barry and Andrea Thompson, Mechan-icsburg congregation, Pa. 
Wenger: Carla Renee, born Nov. 12, to 
Jeff and Sandra (Turman) Wenger, 
Mechanicsburg congregation. Pa. 
Wingert: Jeremy, born Nov. 30, to 
Donald and Anita Wingert, Mechanics-
burg congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Delcamp-Hershey: Jane Yvonne, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Dale Hershey, and 
Don Douglas, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
DelCamp, both of Troy, Oh., Dec. 29, in 
the Pleasant Hill Church of the Brethren. 
Engle-Stiffler: Mindel K. Stiffler and 
Eric, son of Daniel and Maryjane Engle, 
Nov. 3, in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard 
officiating. 
to page 14 




SUNDAY SCHOOL The Vear 
of the 
Sunday School 
An Historical Overview of the Sunday School Movement 
The Birth of the 
Sunday School 
The Sunday school movement had 
its beginning 200 years ago in Glouces-
ter, England. Robert Raikes, a news-
paper publisher, was deeply disturbed 
by the plight of the children in this 
industrial town. Many were working 
in the mills up to sixteen hours a day 
and spending what spare time they had 
in idle brawlings in the streets. Few 
were receiving any kind of formal 
educat ion. 
Raikes saw an urgent need for these 
boys and girls to learn to read and 
write and to become familiar with the 
Scriptures. This urgent need moved 
him into fo rming a school where poor , 
illiterate children would learn to read 
the Bible. He believed that a study of 
the Bible would give them the moral 
guidance they so obviously lacked. 
Since the children were in the shops 
and mills all week, Raikes had to hold 
his school on Sunday. Hence it is rec-
ognized as the forerunner of the pres-
ent-day Sunday school. 
The first Sunday school organized 
by Raikes consisted of eight boys and 
girls ranging in age f rom six to four-
teen. It met in the ki tchen of a Mrs. 
Meredith. But these undisciplined chil-
dren f r o m the slums of Gloucester 
were so unruly that the school soon 
had to be shifted to another location. 
Despite demoralizing discipline prob-
lems and much opposi t ion the school 
cont inued. By the end of three years of 
experimenting with his "ragged school" 
Rober t Raikes had formed a vision for 
the mass education of children. Through 
editorials in newspapers and in other 
ways, he had a t t rac ted the a t tent ion of 
such men as J o h n Wesley and George 
Whitefield. Within seven years of the 
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by John Arthur Brubaker 
found ing of the school in Gloucester 
the number of pupils in the Sunday 
schools of Great Britain had risen to 
250,000. 
The Sunday School 
Comes to America 
In 1875 William Elliot began the 
first Sunday school in America at Oak 
Grove, Virginia. A year later Francis 
Asbury began the first Methodist Sun-
day school. Within a few years Sunday 
schools were springing up all along the 
East coast. 
J o h n Wesley gave impetus to the 
Sunday school movement by requiring 
that Methodist preachers promise "dili-
gently to instruct the children" at least 
an hour per week, and establish a Sun-
day school for poor children, black 
and whi te , whereve r t he r e was a 
Methodist society. 
The Sunday school began as a lay-
man's effort , both in England and in 
United States. The organized church 
generally looked upon it with distrust, 
even hostility. This at t i tude was unfor-
tunate since it gave Sunday schools an 
independent character that tended to 
separate them f rom the life of the 
church. (Even today the inclination to 
speak of Sunday school and church 
can be t raced to this u n f o r t u n a t e 
separation.) Eventually, however, as 
the Sunday school movement grew in 
size and prominence, denominat ions 
began to promote the format ion of 
Sunday schools by appoint ing Sunday 
school agencies and publishing lesson 
materials. 
The Brethren in Christ 
and the Sunday 
School Movement 
Sunday school work among the Breth-
ren in Christ dates back to the decade 
of the 1860's when brethren of the 
Black Creek-Bertie District in Onta-
rio, Canada became associated with a 
Sunday school started by Asa Bearss 
in 1863. It was at the General Confer-
ence of 1963 that the church celebrated 
the centennial of this event. 
At first the Sunday school encoun-
tered much opposit ion. Many feared it 
would bring worldliness or even false 
doctrine into the church. On the other 
hand supporters of the Sunday school 
saw it as a means whereby the church 
could provide Bible instruction and 
spiritual nur ture for its children and 
you th . Eventual ly , a f te r n u m e r o u s 
General Conference debates on the 
pros and cons of the Sunday school, it 
gained acceptance and eventual sup-
port . As a result a great many of the 
congregations had schools by the early 
1900's. In 1909 the General Confer-
ence appointed the first General Sun-
day School Board. 
In later years, particularly during 
the 1950's and 60's. Sunday School 
became a dominant part of congrega-
t ional life. It was for most congrega-
tions the center of their Christ ian nur-
ture and a primary means of evangelism 
and outreach. As a result, Sunday 
school has played a prominent role in 
the role of the Brethren in Christ 
church. 
The year 1980 has been designated 
the year of the Sunday school. During 
this year churches th roughout United 
States and Canada will be celebrating 
the 200th anniversary of the Sunday 
school movement . Our congregations 
are encouraged to use this year as a 
time to revitalize their Sunday school's 
ministry and plan for its growth. 
Evangelical Visitor 
A Ministry To Seniors 
The Senior Citizen's Retreat 
at Camp Kahquah 
—by E.J. Swalm 
An earlier poet has truly versed: 
E'en d o w n to old age all my people shall prove 
His sovereign eternal unchangeable love. 
This kindness is constant ly being demonst ra ted by so 
many agencies and in so many ways. The Canadian Con-
ference of the Brethren in Christ Church is one of those 
channels. 
Par t icular ment ion is made of the thoughtfu l interest she 
mainta ins in her older people. An annual Senior Citizens 
Ret rea t provided at C a m p Kahquah is one of those 
unmixed blessings. The 1979 occasion saw 54 oldsters 
en joy fou r days in delectable fellowship under the efficient 
direction of R o n and Marjor ie Lofthouse. 
Wha t are some distinguishing features that make it so 
at t ract ive? Basically, the social aspect brought together a 
regional f ra te rna l family whose intermingling is less fre-
quent t han it used to be. Conversat ion was obviously 
characterized by yesteryears with common interests. 
The t ime passed all t oo quickly as competit ive games 
were vigorously enjoyed. Shuff leboard , crocinole and hor-
seshoe pitching were organized into tournaments which 
at t racted excited galleries. Appropr ia te trophies were wel-
comed by winning teams. 
Many of the retreat part icipants went boat ing on beauti-
fu l Lake Ahmic, and, believe it or not, a brave number 
hiked on the Hiawatha trail, a rocky, hilly, brushy wilder-
ness route . Still others spent time jogging, and walking 
while semi-immobiles sat in comfor table chairs reading, 
visiting and writing. 
The indust ry tha t so naturally possessed the mothers of 
yesterday was accommoda ted th roughout the Retreat by 
having a quilt , ready to be stitched, set up strategically and 
waiting when the ladies arrived. Knitting, crocheting, and 
paint ing provided interest for those who could ably 
express their talents in these and various other craft-
manships. 
E.J. Swalm of Duntroon, Ontario served as bishop of the Canadian 
Conference from 1957 to 1967. He is now living in retirement. 
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The third night was a fun night, usually called talent 
night. It was really amazing, as well as entertaining, to 
watch people who are westward f rom sixty display such 
originality in humorous plays and skits. Solos, quartettes, 
and instrumentals were also much enjoyed. 
Perhaps the richest moments of all were those spent in 
worship. Several periods were given to prayer, personal 
testimony and praise. The first two evenings were arranged 
as brief worship services with edifying sermons. Each 
morning at 9:15 a Bible Study was given on prayer. 
The closing feature of the Retreat, which was the healing 
service, followed the last talk on prayer. A profound sense 
of fervency gripped the entire group as nine persons came 
to the f ron t to be anointed and to receive prayer for heal-
ing. It was an unusually sacred moment . God manifested 
immediate response to the physical need of a g randmother 
who had t rouble with disquieting nerves for some time and 
she was healed. 
These four days spent together in this rare fellowship 
brightens the slopes and creates an invigorating atmos-
phere for those approaching life's sunset. 
CAMP KAHOUAH DATES FOR 1980 
The Commission on Home of the Canadian Confer-
ence has announced the following dates for the 1980 
season at Camp Kahquah. Interested persons will 
want to mark these dates in their Family Appoin tment 
Calendar. 
Junior Girls — July 5 to 11 
Senior Girls — July 12 to 18 
Junior Boys — July 19 to 25 
Senior Boys — July 26 to August I 
Family Camp — August 2 to 15 
Senior Citizens Camp — September 22 to 25 
V I ) 
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Farina-Cripe: Sharon Joy, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Cripe, Walkerton, 
In., and Daniel, son of Mrs. Mary Farina, 
Bronx, N.Y., Oct. 27, in the Italian Chris-
tian Church, Bronx. 
Giesbrecht-Musser: Barbara, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Musser, Mechanics-
burg, Pa., and Gary P.Giesbrecht, Aug. 25, 
in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard offici-
ating. 
Hempfing-Cassel: Carolyn Sue, daugh-
ter of Mrs. Naomi and the late J. Ezra 
Cassel, Englewood, Oh., and Douglas Eu-
gene, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hempfing, 
Hanover, Pa., Jan. 12, in the Fairview 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Henry 
N. Miller officiating. 
Herr-Diehl: Linda Kay, daughter of M r. 
and Mrs. Roland Diehl, Hollidaysburg, 
Pa., and Timothy L., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lloyd H. Herr, Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 15, in 
the Leamersville Grace Brethren Church. 
Hilton-Wenger: Mary Wenger, Annville, 
Pa., and Charles Hilton, Palmyra, Pa., 
Dec. 22, in the Fairland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Earl Musser officiating. 
Kennelly-Frey: Becky, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lester Frey, Hershey, Pa., and 
John Kennelly, Oct. 13, in the Palmyra 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Earl 
Herr officiating. 
Leese-Ebersole: Melody Ann, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Ebersole, Mt. 
Joy, Pa., and Jeffery Harold, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Leese, Elizabethtown, 
Pa., Dec. 22, in the Cross Roads Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Dale Engle 
officiating. 
Martin-Armstrong: Victoria Jean , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Victor Arm-
strong, and Terry James, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Martin, Hagersville, Ont., Aug. 
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
from page 2 
Construction Slowdown Delays 
Schuller Cathedral Inaugural 
Garden Grove Community Church, Los 
Angeles, had earlier expected to shift its 
worship services to the new $15 million 
Crystal Cathedral on the first Sunday of 
1980. But construction delays have moved 
the opening date ahead. 
The new date is Sept. 14 for launching 
what the Rev. Robert H. Schuller, a pastor 
not known for understatement, has called 
"the greatest ministry, the greatest oppor-
tunity, any church in Christendom has ever 
had." 
The four-pointed, star shaped building 
designed by New York architects Philip 
Johnson and John Burgee will have more 
11, in the Springvale Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. J. Allan Heise officiating. 
Mellinger-Lehman: Lucille Ann, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Lehman, 
York, Pa., and J. Harold Mellinger, son of 
Mrs. Bertha Hershey, Soudersburg, Pa., 
and the late Jacob K. Mellinger, Sept. 15, 
in the Locust Grove Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Charles L. Lehman 
officiating. 
Miller-Gilmour: Jean, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gavin Gilmour, Capetown, S. A., 
and Bill, son of Rev. and Mrs. Henry N. 
Miller, Englewood, Ohio, Oct. 27 in Cape 
Town. 
Neiman-Hock: Ruth E., daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Eber Hock, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., and Donald L. Neiman, Nov. 24, in 
the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard and Rev. 
Russell Tiday officiating. 
O'Brien-Lambert: Pamela Lynn, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lambert, and 
Michael Warren, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward O'Brien, both of Hagersville, Ont., 
July 14, in the Springvale Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. J. Allan Heise 
officiating. 
Putt-Potteiger: Cindy, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Eugene Potteiger, Mechanics-
burg, Pa., and Randall L. Putt, Nov. 17, in 
the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard offici-
ating. 
Spurrier-Dourte: Faithe Elizabeth, 
daughter of Eber and Ruth Dourte, Dills-
burg, Pa., and James, son of Don and 
Irene Spurrier, Jermyn, Pa., Dec. 22, in the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church with 
fathers of the bride and the groom officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bell: James Russell Bell, died Nov. 30, 
1979 at the age of 56. He is survived by his 
wife, Verna Scheerer; two sons; a daugh-
ter; three sisters; stepfather; two step-
brothers; and four grandchildren. The fu-
than 10,000 windows, some of which are in 
place on the south side. It will seat more 
than 3,000 persons. Ninety-foot-high doors 
will open near the pulpit to the relocated 
parking area for worshippers remaining in 
their vehicles—a feature pioneered by Mr. 
Schuller's church and copied with varying 
success by other Reformed Church in 
America congregations. 
Cubans Report Vital Church Life 
LIMA, PERU—Five Cuban church 
leaders attending the Latin American Con-
gress on Evangelization here in November 
reported that the Christian testimony was 
very much alive in their country. The 
five—a theology instructor, a Baptist de-
nominational leader, a Salvation Army 
officer, and two pastors—participated as 
neral service was conducted in the Rose bank 
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Ron 
Lofthouse and Rev. Harvey Stickley. 
Bumgardner: Mrs. Marion Bumgardner, 
Greencastle, Pa., born Feb. 29, 1895, died 
Dec. 1, 1979. The funeral service was con-
ducted in the Zimmerman Funeral Home 
by Rev. Wilbur W. Benner. Interment was 
in the Johnstown Hill Cemetery. 
Hill: Wilfred Hill, Stevensville, Ont., 
died Jan. 7, 1980, at the age of 82. He was 
preceded in death by his wife, Amanda; six 
sisters, and five brothers. He is survived by 
a daughter, Mrs. Shirley Fidler; a son, 
Arden; three grandchildren; and two 
brothers. The funeral service was conducted 
in the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church by 
Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. John Zuck. 
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Hoffer: Harvey Hoffer, Lebanon, Pa., 
born Aug. 26, 1907, died Jan. 4, 1980. He is 
survived by his wife, Emma E.; three 
daughters; and a son. He was a member of 
the Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Rohland 
Funeral Home by Rev. Earl Musser and 
Rev. Clair Kocher. 
Poley: Mrs. Carrie (Kopenhaver) Poley, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., born July 28, 1893, 
died Aug. 19, 1979. She was the daughter 
of Jacob C. and Mary Smoyer Kopen-
haver. She was married to J. Warren Poley 
who preceded her in death. She is survived 
by three sons: J. Warren Jr., Ronald K., 
and Kenneth P.; six daughters: Mrs. Violet 
Harley, Mrs. Avis Lehman, Mrs. Iva Stev-
enson, Mrs. Elinor Nicholson, Mrs. Kathryn 
Tysen, and Mrs. Pauline Hoover; a brother; 
two sisters; 27 grandchildren; and 36 great-
grandchildren. She was a member of the 
Perkiomen Valley Brethren in Christ Church 
where the funeral service was conducted by 
Rev. Jacob H. Bowers and Rev. Frederick 
Geib. Interment was in the Grace Evangel-
ical Congregational Cemetery, Trappe, Pa. 
Winger: Harvey Winger, Fort Erie, Ont., 
died Dec. 25, 1979, at the age of 76. The 
funeral service was conducted in the David-
son Funderal Home by Rev. J. Parker. 
Interment was in the Stevensville Brethren 
in Christ Cemetery. 
delegates with 260 others at the nine-day 
gathering. 
During an hour and a half question 
period, they told their colleagues that 
Christians in Cuba experienced freedom to 
worship, to instruct their youth, and to 
evangelize in homes and churches. They 
added that evangelistic meetings could not 
be held in non-church facilities and that the 
church had no access to radio and other 
mass media. 
The Cubans emphasized that their 
churches were supporting their pastors, 
seminaries, Bible institutes, camp facilities 
and programs, and their retired clergy. 
They stated that the government does not 
require pastors to hold regular jobs and 
encourages them to consider the needs of 
their people as their legitimate full-time 
concern. 
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Editorial 
G o d -
Let's Pray 
We celebrate the bi r thdays of two distinguished presi-
den t s of the U S A dur ing this m o n t h of February . George 
W a s h i n g t o n was born Feb rua ry 22, 1732. He served as the 
first president , 1789-1797, and died two years later, 1799. 
He achieved the title "Fa the r of our count ry ." 
We also h o n o r the memory of A b r a h a m Lincoln, born 
F e b r u a r y 12, 1809. He was assassinated in office while 
serving as president of the USA, 1861-1865. He is remem-
bered as the m a n who signed the p roc lamat ion of emanci-
pa t ion , a decree designed to end the t raff ic and menace of 
slavery. 
W h a t the U S A would be like apar t f r o m the influence 
and power these two men exerted on the nat ion can only be 
supposed . Of this we are certain, bo th men endured much 
hardsh ip , giving liberally of themselves to a cause for 
which they had deep concern. As people who are deeply 
indebted to those who have lived, loved, and served our 
nation, we say: honor to whom honor is due. 
I recognize a wa rm and very suppor t ive membersh ip of 
the Brethren in Christ Church lives in C a n a d a ; a delightful 
ne ighbor ing coun t ry whose southern border runs the full 
length of the USA's nor the rn border . 
Let me say also, C a n a d a has had the type of nat ional 
leadership of which it must be said, honor to whom honor 
is due. 
My purpose is to awaken a new sense of thanksgiving. 
Unequivocal ly , I place in writing: there is no other place in 
the world where two nat ions have thousands of miles of 
open border . No military establishments, no police force, 
only business-like activity is carried on at the border . As 
two na t ions we are giving a witness of peace and goodwill 
tha t is a much s t ronger witness than if we were one 
count ry . 
And then, it is also good to remember tha t very peace-
ful ly the USA's ou tpos t , Alaska , lives with an open 
Canad ian -Alaska border . We are praying and trust ing that 
those who live and serve in the year 2,000 will look back 
and celebrate a century of peace and quiet a long the widely 
extended borders between these two great countries. 
To our Brotherhood, it behooves us anew to thank God 
for our governments . Yes, there are some very ominous 
signs on the horizon. The weaknesses and sinfulness of 
men in power—be it local, state, or nat ional govern-
ments—are of grave concern. Are we letting our voices be 
heard and our Christ ian influence be felt? 
Let's listen again to Paul's word to Timothy. It's helpful 
to remember that au thor i t a r ian rule was the order of that 
day. The early Chris t ian did not live in a democracy . 
Rulership exerted a heavy hand. Paul instructed Timothy: 
I Tim. 2:1-4, NIV, "I urge, then, first of all, tha t requests, 
p rayers , in tercess ion and t hanksg iv ing be m a d e fo r 
everyone—for kings and all those in au thor i ty (eminent 
place) that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. This is good and pleases God our 
Savior who wants all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the t ru th ." 
I sense a pressure of the Spirit; I have not prayed as 
diligently as I should have for those in author i ty! 
Ano the r s i tuat ion tha t is a na t ional concern is our rapid 
trend toward becoming a hedonistic society. The casting 
aside of restraint, the boldness of evil and evil practices, the 
startl ing breakdown of morali ty as pertains to home and 
family life; these sins have led to the downfal l of nations. 
Urgent prayer is needed for a spiritual revival leading to a 
return to basic moral values. The altars of Baal must he 
destroyed. 
Thanks to God and those who lived before us. They have 
left us good countries; (not perfect), but comparative-wise 
in our world, we live "quiet and peacefully." BUT what 
about ourchi ldren, grandchildren and great-grandchildren! 
Moral decay and spiritual death can destroy us f r o m 
within. 
" M y soul be on thy guard , 
Ten thousand foes arise, 
The hosts of sin are pressing hard 
To keep thee f rom the skies." 
J . N . H . 
February 10, 1980 15 1 
Contemporary Issues 
The Bad Outweighs The Good 
Howard H. Claassen 
Nuclear power plants p roduce electrical energy with 
very little env i ronmenta l pol lut ion, if they are operating as 
designed. Three Mile Island has demons t ra ted , however, 
that unexpected condi t ions can suddenly turn a plant into 
an extremely hazardous boiling cauldron of radioactivity. 
The a m o u n t of radiat ion actually released at T M I was not 
large, but had the opera to r s of the plant done what they 
seriously discussed doing on the first day the result would 
possibly have been a disaster in Pennsylvania. A disastrous 
accident in a nuclear power plant , according to an official 
government study, W A S H 1250, could cause 45,000 
deaths and make many thousands of square miles uninhab-
itable for decades. 
There are fu r the r hazards associated with nuclear power 
plants; mainly the radioactive wastes produced in the 
plants and the radioact ive tailings left in large amoun t s at 
u r a n i u m mines. The US now has 75 million gallons of 
highly radioact ive liquids in " t e m p o r a r y " s torage in tanks. 
Most of this is f r o m the weapons p rogram, but power 
plants are beginning to add rapidly to this waste problem. 
The tailings at mines in Co lo rado have resulted in uran ium 
in the dr inking water of some communi t ies . This uranium 
has produced dosages of rad ia t ion to human bone cells as 
much as 60 times the dosage the average US citizen gets 
f r o m na tura l sources, and the problem may exist in 
hundreds of communi t ies in 15 western states. 
The existence of hazards does not automatical ly rule out 
nuclear energy. People will accept hazards if the al terna-
tives are equally hazardous or sufficiently undesirable. So 1 
must discuss the other choices. 
P roponen t s of nuclear energy of ten say the choice is 
between coal plants and nuclear plants. Both of those 
al ternatives include hazards to health and the environ-
ment , and the decision is not easy. There are other options. 
I th ink tha t we should phase out our nuclear plants, and 
that we could avoid a great expansion of coal-burning. To 
do this we would have to stress conservat ion of energy, and 
push rapid deve lopment of var ious fo rms of solar energy. 
True, the power companies cannot order solar-electric 
plants today. Conserva t ion however can buy time. Sweden 
and West Germany , with s tandards of living as high as 
ours , are much more energy efficient. They use something 
like 60 percent as much as we do per capi ta . Instead of 
building more power plants in the next 10 years, we could 
reduce waste of electric energy. As an example, one large 
US chemical company unde r took a 10-year effor t to con-
serve energy in all their operat ions . Their goal was a 10 
percent reduction. They actually accomplished a 40 per-
cent reduction in energy use. It has been estimated that if 
all new houses built in the next 12 years were well insulated 
and used passive solar heat, we would save as much energy 
as we expect to get f rom the oil in Alaska. 
Fur ther , if the federal government were to subsidize 
development of solar energy to the extent it has subsidized 
nuclear development for 30 years, we could immediately 
begin to add energy, produced by windmills, to the electric 
grid, and we could very likely develop—in the near fu tu re 
and at a competi t ive cost—solar cells that would generate 
electric currents directly f rom sunlight. 
I have heard several p roponents of nuclear energy say 
tha t if we fail to p roduce electricity by nuclear plants, the 
poor people will suffer; hence Chris t ians should favor 
nuclear energy. I agree that the Chris t ian must have ma jo r 
concern for the poor , but I t h ink—for two basic reasons— 
the poor will be better off if we steer away f rom nuclear 
energy. 
First, judging by the rates at which the price of u ran ium 
and the price of cons t ruct ion of nuclear power plants have 
been rising, one can see that nuclear plants is a costly way 
to go. Even now, nuclear energy can compete economically 
because the plants in use were constructed years ago. 
Orders for new nuclear plants are practically non-existent 
today because the price is so high. Instead of cont inuing 
government subsidies of nuclear energy, we could develop 
less expensive schemes. 
Second, the nuclear-energy industry is highly capital-
intensive, whereas other schemes of energy product ion are 
labor-intensive and would, if pushed, produce many more 
jobs . This reason is especially impor tan t to Third World 
countries, or at least to the poor people in those countries. 
Third World countries generally have much sunshine. If 
labor-intensive solar-energy devices are developed and 
tested in the US and Canada , the expor t of the knowledge 
to poor countries can be of great value in providing jobs. 
By contrast , the expor t of capital-intensive nuclear power 
plants to poor countr ies p robably helps mostly the elite 
rich in those countries. 
A Meetinghouse article. 
